
Banquet Facility
Function hall, dance 
ÁRRU��EDQG�VWDQG��DQG�
NLWFKHQ�DUHD�ZLWK�D�
VHSDUDWH�HQWUDQFH�DUHD�
DQG�IXOO�IXQFWLRQ�EDU�KDV�
D�FDSDFLW\�RI������5HQWDO��
LQFOXGHV�EDUWHQGHU�DQG�
FOHDQXS��&DWHUHU�DQG�'-�
DYDLODEOH�IRU�IXQFWLRQV��

Fish & Game
7KH�WURXW�DUH�MXPS·Q�LQ�
RXU�IXOO\�VWRFNHG�WURXW�
SRQG��%DGJHV�DYDLODEOH�
DW�WKH�FOXEKRXVH�

Skeet & Trap
7XHVGD\��7KXUVGD\�DQG�
6XQGD\�6KRRWV�HYHU\�
ZHHN��7KUHH�ÀHOGV�DUH�
FRQÀJXUHG�WR�VXSSRUW�
GLIIHUHQW�VKRRWLQJ�
SURJUDPV�LQFOXGLQJ�
VNHHW��WUDS�DQG���VWDQG�
ZLWK�OLJKWV
�&RQWLQXHG�RQ�SDJH�2)

Archery
<HDU�URXQG�SURJUDPV�IRU�
ERWK�MXQLRU�DQG�DGXOW�
DUFKHUV��86$�$UFKHU\��
6WDWH�$VVRF���1DWLRQDO�
$VVRF���DQG�WKH�-XQLRU�
2O\PSLF�$UFKHU\�
'HYHORSPHQW��-2$'��
3URJUDP�

Clubhouse
2XWGRRU�3DWLR��+RUVH�
6KRHV��7URXW�3RQG��
6SRUWV�%DU�%LJ�6FUHHQ�
LQ�WKH�6PRNH�IUHH��&OXE�
+RXVH��%DQTXHW�+DOO�
GDWHV�DYDLODEOH�

&OXE�LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZLOO�EH�
PDLQWDLQHG�RQ�)DFHERRN
KWWS���ZZZ�IDFHERRN�FRP�
5LYHUVLGH*&�RUJ

from the 
President’s Desk
I want to thank everyone who 

participated in the Spring Cleaning 
of our outdoor ri!e and pistol ranges.  
We started at 9:00am and "nished 
before noon and polished o# with pizza 
party at the 50-yard range shelter.  $e 
ranges are ready to go!   

Good News: $e function hall is now 
available to rent for your graduation, 
birthday, or wedding party. $e club 
is still operating on some COVID 
restriction---face covering is required, 
reduced clubhouse hours, indoor pistol 
range is restricted to 4 lanes, and the 
function hall is now available to rent 
for your party. Call Mike Brophy, 978-
562-2404 for details or to reserve the 
hall for your party.  

$e pistol league began its’ summer 
league.  We welcome new shooters, 
whether you’re a novice or experienced.  
&RQWLQXHG��RQ�SDJH�9

Trout PondMassachusetts Gun Laws 
are Curious $ings

A few weeks ago, I was in a 
discussion with another shooter 

about transporting shotguns to the 
range.  $e other shooter stated 
that ri!es and shotguns have to be 
unloaded and in a locked case while 
being transported.  I disagreed and 
stated that, in Massachusetts, non-
large capacity long guns only need to 
be cased during transport.  He was 
so certain that he was correct that he 
very gentlemanly asked if I minded if 
he looked it up.  Not only did I not 
mind, I encouraged him to look it up.  
I truly believe that, when it comes to 
gun laws, especially the confusing 
Massachusetts gun laws, that we must 
always check and double check to 
make sure that we always remain on 
the right side of the law.  My friend 
was certain that he was right because, 

The Trout Pond will be stocked this spring 
the 1st week of May. Once the pond is 
stocked it will be closed for a couple of days 
WR� DOORZ� WKH� ¿VK� WR� DFFOLPDWH� WR� WKHLU� QHZ�
HQYLURQPHQW�� 2SHQLQJ� GD\� ZLOO� EH� RQ�0D\�
8th at daybreak.  Trout Badges, good for the 
season, are available now in the clubhouse 
IURP� ����� XQWLO� ����� GDLO\�� 3LFN� XS� \RXU�
badges today so you can enjoy the opening 
day fun!  
$ere is a $20.00 badge season-fee to use the 
trout pond Associate members $30.00 Junior 
and Senior life badges free. Badges may be 
obtained at the Clubhouse.
• The pond is open dawn to dusk
• NO swimming or wading at any time
• 12�ERDWV�RU�ÁRDWDWLRQ�JHDU�DW�DQ\�WLPH
• Children under the age of 10 must be 

supervised by an adult
• /LPLW�RI�WZR�����ÀVK�SHU�GD\��PD[LPXP�6L[�����

per week
• 1R�ÀVKLQJ�ZLWKLQ����IHHW�RI�WKH�GDP
• 12�ÀVKLQJ�IURP�WKH�URDG
• 12�FRUQ�RU�OLYH�EDLW��H[FHSW�ZRUPV�
• 2QH�OXUH�SHU�OLQH��RQH�ÀVKLQJ�URG�SHU�SHUVRQ
• 12�VHOOLQJ�RI�ÀVK�DW�DQ\�WLPH
• Catch and Release only allowed if using 

Barbless Flies
• 3HUVRQV�IRXQG�KDUPLQJ�ZLOGOLIH��DQLPDOV�	�
ELUGV��ZLOO�EH�VXEMHFW�WR�H[HFXWLYH�ERDUG�DFWLRQ

�&RQWLQXHG�RQ�SDJH�6)

/PNO�7V^LY�9PÅL
$�YDULHW\�RI�SURJUDPV�
IRU�D�UDQJH�RI�VKRRWLQJ�
LQWHUHVWV�LQFOXGLQJ�
SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�
+LJKSRZHU��&03�
&LYLOLDQ�0DUNVPDQVKLS�
3URJUDP�HYHQWV�DQG�WKH�
5LÁH�&OLQLF��

Education & Training
7KH�KDQGV�RQ�ÀUHDUPV�
FRXUVHV��HGXFDWLRQ�	�
WDFWLFDO�VFKHGXOHV

7PZ[VS��9PÅL
$�YDULHW\�RI�SURJUDPV�
IRU�D�UDQJH�RI�VKRRWLQJ�
LQWHUHVWV

&RQWLQXHG�RQ�SDJH��
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Located in the densely wooded New England countryside with facilities to support our members whether your interests 
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Spring is "nally here! % We’ve had a 
very busy Winter, and Spring has 

been even busier. A number of new 
shooters have joined us, and it’s been 
nice to see them progress and have fun. 
If you would like to try clay shooting, 
please let me know and we can arrange 
for you to give it a shot! I can be reached 
via the gun club website. %

Annual burn pile. Joey B !rst perfect 25, Congrats! Lairton’s !rst perfect 25, Congrats!

Nash & Je" unloading targets from trailer.

I want to thank all the volunteers 
who helped with the recent work 
parties. We loaded trap and skeet 
houses with targets, raked "elds and 
picked up brush and limbs le&over 
from Winter. By the way, in case you 
don’t know - we use biodegradable 
targets and steel shot, exclusively, on 
the trap and skeet "elds. $is practice 
has been in place since 2001, helping 
the environment, and maintaining a 
friendly place for wildlife. %

We had our "rst 5-stand shoot 
on April 18th. $e "eld machines 
performed well a&er a long Winter 
rest. $e weather was perfect and 
quite a few shooters came out to give 
it a try. We will be shooting 5-stand 
about once a month. A complete 
schedule is posted on our skeet page.

%KWWS���ULYHUVLGHJF�RUJ�6NHHW�VKWPO��Frank Harrington
Chairman
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Riverside Archers
Spring Season 2021 Report

Congratulations to our newest usa arChery instruCtors and CoaChes 

Road Team archers, Sarayu Bade and Cosette Weng, spent a day learning about archery, equipment, teaching 
and planning skills to be certi"ed as USA Archery Level 1 instructors. $ey all passed written and practical 

exams to set up and run a safe and fun archery program.  $ese new Instructors will be used in our Explore 
Archery and Intermediate JOAD programs. 

Level 2 JOAD Instructors spent 2 days learning the di#erences between being an Instructor and becoming a 
Coach along with advanced NTS form technique. Coach Sam Bade and Coach Patrick Weng are now certi"ed by 
USA Archery as Level 3-NTS Coaches. Sam and Patrick are great assets to the Riverside Archers teams and add 
signi"cant value to our JOAD Archers training programs. 

New equipment installed in RGC indoor archery range to help with the "ght against COVID-19 and other air 
borne illnesses: 

Over the winter, an air exchange system was put into place to replace the existing air in the range with "ltered 
outside air. $is unit will provide a similar environment to our archers as the Commonwealth is providing to 
Massachusetts students in its schools. When running, this system can exchange the complete indoor archery range 
air capacity in 20 minutes. It is currently in use between Junior Archery sessions on Saturday and when needed 
throughout the week. 

outdoor season Program transition Plan  
All Explore Archery training classes will continue to 
be performed in the indoor range.  Archers graduating 
from the Explore Archery program will be promoted 
to and follow the JOAD Intermediate program to con-
tinue their training. 

Adult Archery Achievement classes will continue to 
be performed in the indoor range. 

Intermediate JOAD will migrate to the outdoor 
range on May 15.  $e current COVID-19 attendance 
limitation of 9 archers per session for the indoor range 
is increased to 20 archers per session on the outdoor 
range. It is recommended that at least 1 adult is available 
to provide drink, food, sunscreen, a place to get out 
of the rain, and insect repellant (yes, we have ticks, 
mosquitoes and black !ies).   

Please contact Archery Chairman Larry Sullivan at 
978-875-2338 if you have any questions regarding 
Archery at Riverside Gun Club.
L!y Sullivan, 
Riverside Archery Chair

Outdoor Season Program indoor and outdoor range 
schedules: 
Summer Indoor Archery: 
    Friday (6:30 - 8:00 pm) Adult Training class times 
may change to remain in sync with Clubhouse hours 
of operation, but classes will be held in the indoor 
archery range.  
    Saturday (8:45 - 10:30) Intermediate JOAD Archery 
(May 15 transition to outdoors - weather permitting). 
    Saturday (10:45 am - 12:15 pm) Explore Archery 
classes will continue as scheduled indoors. 

Summer Outdoor Archery: 
    Saturday May 1 (1:30 am - 4:00 pm) Road Team 
training transitions to outdoors. 
    Saturday May 15 (9:00 - 11:30) weather permitting, 
Intermediate JOAD Archery transitions to outdoors 
for the season. 
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when he and some other shotgunners went to Rhode 
Island for a shoot, they had to unload and put the guns 
in locked cases.  And I agreed that the law required that 
their shotguns had to be unloaded and put in cases that 
may have to be locked.  What! Did I just contradict myself?  
NOPE!

In this case, we were talking about two di#erent laws, 
Massachusetts v. Federal law.  So under Massachusetts law, 
non-large capacity long guns only need to be unloaded 
and cased for transport within the state.  When traveling 
to Rhode Island (or any other state, Federal law applies, 
speci"cally, the Firearms Owners Protection Act (FOPA).  
FOPA provides us with the lawful transportation of our 
guns across all states, provided that we can legally possess 
the "rearms at both ends of the trip.  So, here it is in 
summary, when transporting: Massachusetts – non-large 
capacity ri!es and shotguns must be unloaded and cased, 
FOPA (transporting between states) – All guns must be 
unloaded and in a (under certain conditions locked) case 
- simple.  $e certain conditions are if the gun is accessible 
to the passengers of the vehicle.

Note that for Massachusetts, I speci"ed non-large 
capacity long guns but for the Federal law, I stated all guns.  
In Massachusetts, we complicate things.  Our laws separate 
guns into three categories; "rearms (legal de"nition-
handguns and barrels less than 16 inches), long guns 
(ri!es and shotguns), and large capacity weapons.  So, as 
stated previously, non-large capacity long guns (ri!es and 
shotguns) must be unloaded and cased.  $e recommended 
practice for "rearms (think pistols) - unloaded and in a 
locked case.  Large capacity weapons (any hand gun or semi-
automatic long gun with a magazine, attached or detached, 
which can hold more than 10 rounds of ammunition) must 
be unloaded and in a locked case.  Clear?, good!

But, you ask, am I not I legal when I carry my handgun 
loaded in a holster on my hip and drive all over the state 
including into the People’s Republic of Cambridge and 
the, better-to-be-a-victim-than-protect-yourself-with-
a-gun, City of Boson?  $at depends on your License to 
Carry (LTC).  Refusing simplicity, Massachusetts o'cials 
place restrictions on the License to Carry (LTC).  So, if 
you have an unrestricted License to Carry, you can legally 
carry a loaded handgun in your possession (under your 

direct control) while traveling in Massachusetts with some 
limitations.  Even with an unrestricted LTC, it is not legal 
to transport a loaded a ri!e, shotgun or large capacity 
weapon in your possession, or otherwise.

When I started writing the previous section, I thought 
that it would take a paragraph, one and a half paragraphs 
at most.  Four paragraphs later, I still have not mentioned 
everything about transportation of guns in Massachusetts.  
Although I had to use it above, I hate using the word weapon 
when I refer to guns as the term weapon encompasses 
much more than guns.  Weapons includes such everyday 
items like knives, "sts, trucks, cars, hammers, sickles and 
so very much more.  But our ever creative law makers 
chose to rede"ne the word "rearm to be only handguns or 
guns with a barrel less than 16 inches in length.  So while 
the rest of the world calls "rearms, well "rearms, in good 
ole MA we can’t.  $us, the word gun means any type of 
gun and, in Massachusetts legalese, a weapon is a "rearm, 
ri!e or shotgun and, of course, "rearms are handguns.  Pay 
attention, there will be a quiz on this later.

Well, you are probably thinking why the heck should I 
give a damn about all of this semantics stu#, that as they 
say, is what makes the grass grow.  Well, it is funny how 
important words are in the law.  Remember, ignorance is 
no excuse under the law.  Read the wrong meaning into the 
Language of the law and you could "nd your world turned 
completely upside down.  Especially in a gun unfriendly 
state like Massachusetts, we must be very careful to always 
take a conservative approach to protect ourselves from 
legal overreach.  

Ok, let’s take a look at some other parts of the law.
Remember just a few lines above we discovered that the 

word "rearm has special meaning under Massachusetts 
law.  Well, our fantastic law makers decided back in ’98 
that not all "rearms are suitable or adequately safe for 
our purchase from dealers in Massachusetts.   We should 
show our law makers greater appreciation as they work 
so diligently to protect us from ourselves.  So they came 
up with testing requirements which must be satis"ed by 
all "rearms by an independent testing lab prior to the 
"rearms being eligible for sale by a "rearms dealer in the 
Bay State.  $e end results of the testing process is that 
the several guns submitted for testing are destroyed (well 
messed up) in the process.  If the guns pass muster, then 

Massachusetts Gun Laws �&RQWLQXHG�IURP�FRYHU�
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Massachusetts Gun Laws �&RQWLQXHG�
they are included on the Approved Firearms Roster which 
is one of four rosters which de"ne the guns which our state 
government has approved for us.  It is a good idea to note at 
this point that many "ne manufacturers of excellent "rearms 
refuse to submit their expensive "rearms for destruction, I 
mean testing, thereby removing many "ne products from our 
selections.  

So, you would think, that making it onto the Approved 
Firearms Roster is enough, but oh no, not here where 
we must be protected from those underhanded "rearms 
manufacturers.  Enter the Massachusetts Attorney General’s 
o'ce.  Apparently soon a&er the creation of the approved 
rosters, the then Attorney General decided to further protect 
us using the consumer protection regulations.  You know 
those are the regulations which are used to stop the sale of 
certain consumer products, like can openers, microwave 
ovens etcetera, a&er said product has maimed or killed a 
bunch of people.  Well, ever vigilant to protect us the Attorney 
General’s o'ce preemptively used its consumer regulations to 
further reduce the "rearms available for purchase by adding 
more requirements for the manufacturers to include on the 
"rearms.  Many manufacturers tried to comply but not all 
were successful as the new regulations were not exactly clear.  
$us, this additional hoop, some would say obstruction, 
further reduces the "rearms for us to select for our collections.  
One example is Glock which is on the Approved Firearms 
Roster but is prevented from sale to us regular citizens in 
Massachusetts by the Attorney General’s undermining.  

Of course, the "nal insult to the honest taxpayers of the 
Commonwealth is that law enforcement o'cers are exempt 
from the Attorney General’s regulations and can buy these 
"rearms for themselves.  $ey are also exempt from the Assault 
Weapons Ban, which, with little doubt, has not and will not 
prevent a single crime or injury but magni"cently serves is 
sole purpose - to keep law abiding citizens from exercising 
their constitutional rights.

Ok enough ponti"cating.  Just the facts from now on.
If you have a "rearms license in Massachusetts and you move, 

you must report your new addresses to the Massachusetts 
Firearms Records Bureau, the police department where 
you are moving from (licensing agency) and to the police 
department in your new town.  Even if you are just moving 
within a municipality, you must still report your movement.  
You have 30 days to complete the reporting process and there 

is a simple form to use.  By the way, in Massachusetts 
there are only two types of people who have to report 
to the police when they change address; sex o#enders 
and "rearms licensees. Perhaps there is a message in 
there.  I seem to recall that a certain, to remain unnamed 
presidential candidate who did not win the election 
insinuated or maybe stated that all legal gun owners are 
essentially criminals.

When being stored, all guns must be kept in a locked 
container or equipped with a tamperproof locking 
device, such as a trigger lock.  $e exception is when 
the gun is under your direct control and you have an 
unrestricted License to Carry (LTC).

If you are transporting a large capacity weapon, a 
trigger lock is not ok to use.  $e gun must be unloaded 
and in a locked container.

Ammunition storage is covered by the "re protection 
regulations.  You can have up to 9,999 rounds of 
center "re ammunition and 9,999 rounds of rim"re 
ammunition and 4,999 rounds of shotgun ammunition 
without having a special storage permit which is issued 
by the local "re department.  $ere are also limits on 
primers, black powder and more.

$e law requires that ammunition be stored in its 
original box (Yes, this can be di'cult if you reload.) 
and kept in a locked container.  Oh, don’t forget that 
it is illegal to purchase ammunition in Massachusetts 
without a "rearms license.

By Federal law, handguns must be purchased in your 
state of residency.  Long guns can be purchased in any 
state from a Federal Firearms Licensed (FFL) dealer.

Should you purchase a gun, you must report it to 
the state within seven days on the EFA10 form.  Note 
that I am not making predictions, but in Australia, "rst 
"rearms registration was required “for public safety”.  
$en, later, the registration list was used to identify, 
collect and destroy most of the privately held "rearms in 
the country.  Just making observations.  (Registration is 
followed by con"scation.) 

If you live in one of the many free states, a&er reading 
the above, your head must be ready to explode.  It could 
be worse we could be in California, or New York or New 
Jersey.  
Bill McDonough Education Director
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Don’t Call 911
A reminder as the ranges get busy again

What! 911 is the national emergency phone number.  We have been trained since birth to call 911 in an emergency.  
You must have rocks in your head!
Yup, Don’t call 911 if police, "re, or EMTs are needed on the range.  Call the Hudson Police Department.  

Every member of the Club needs to do the following:  Put the Hudson Police Department’s direct phone number 
in your favorite contacts on your cell phone.

Hudson Police Department 
(978) 562-7122

If police, "re or EMTs are called, tell the operator which are needed because there has been an ACCIDENT at 
the Riverside Gun Club. All guns need to be made safe and, preferable, cased.  It is extremely rare to have a gun 
related (shooting) injury on the range.  $e typical medical emergencies are falls, heat stroke, heart attacks, strokes, 
etcetera.  If someone has been accidentally hit by a bullet, you can say an ACCIDENTAL shooting and that all 
"rearms have been unloaded and made safe. NEVER just say that there has been a shooting as it will generate a 
SWAT response rather than EMTs resulting in an unnecessary delay in medical help.

Spring is here and our outdoor shooting season has begun.  
$e defensive/tactical workshops started up again on 
April 20th. $e workshops will continue every Tuesday 
evening until October weather permitting.  If you are 
an experienced pistol shooter then feel free to join us 
on Tuesday night and check it out.  We do ask for a $30 
donation and you do need some special gear.  $e required 
gear includes a quality outside the waistband kydex holster, 
extra magazines, and, optionally, a magazine holster.  
If you are not ready for the advanced pistol work but want 
to get there, we run three basic pistol skills courses with 
increasing levels of challenges.  $ "rst course, Basic Pistol 
Skills really starts at the beginning working on all of the 
basics, grip, trigger press, sight alignment, site picture, 
posture, stance and more.  $e next course in the series is 
Basic Pistol Skills Plus which goes beyond the basics and 
increases the challenges.  $e third course in the series 
is Beyond Basic Pistol Skills.  $e challenges are increase 
further in this course with engaging multiple targets, 
shooting faster and movement.  $e goal of this series of 
courses is prepare shooters to be able to walk into advanced 
pistol shooting course feel that they can participate and 
keep up to all of the other shooters.
Anticipating further reduction in the COVID restrictions, 
we are beginning to plan more classroom courses.  Late 
spring or early summer we hope to be able to get John 
McAdam back to do one or two of his self-defense law 

courses.  We will be scheduling the Unites States Concealed 
Carry Association (USCCA) Concealed Carry and Home 
Defense course.  In the Fall, we might be able to o#er a First 
Aid/CPR/AED certi"cation course and a Stop-$e-Bleed 
course.  
Larry Sullivan, Riverside’s wizard of archery is an NRA 
counselor for a number of disciplines.  Larry has o#ered to 
teach the NRA ri!e shooting course/NRA Ri!e instructor 
course.   $is is a great opportunity for our club members.  
It has become an annual event for Ian Strimbeck of 
Runenation to put on exceptional courses at Riverside.  Ian 
will o#er his functional handgun course on July 10th and 
his advanced carbine course on August 14th.   $ese are 
de"nitely “don’t miss” courses.
Last year, and the trend continues into this year, there was 
a tremendous increase in the number of people who are 
looking to get their "rearms licenses.  we o#er the licensing 
course every four to six weeks here at Riverside.  if you 
are not licensed you should get licensed if your family and 
friends are not licensed then you should encourage them to 
get licensed.  $e next licensing course is on May 1st.
Please check the Riverside website to "nd more details on 
the education program or email me at:  
bmcdonough@riversidegc.com.

Bill McDonough
Education Director
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7KH�*XQ�*RHV�&OLFN��1RW�%$1*

You expect to hear bang and feel recoil, but instead you hear click not bang and the gun just sits there.  It’s called a 
malfunction and it happens.  It can be just a minor inconvenience or a major deal depending on the circumstances.  

If you are on the range practicing, then it is no big deal, and you clear the malfunction.  If you are in a gun"ght then it 
could cost you your life.  Fortunately, malfunctions are not that common and you, if you practice it, can quickly correct 
the condition and get back in the "ght 

Of course, the low probability of a civilian actually being in a gun"ght and with the low probability of having a 
malfunction, combining to make an extremely remote probability of actually having a malfunction while in a gun"ght.  
But it can happen.  You can "nd yourself in a situation where you have no choice but to go to your gun, that is why we train 
and train with purpose.  $en there is Murphy’s Law, - “If something can go wrong, it will.”   Add to that Finagle’s law of 
dynamic negatives – “at the%worst%possible%moment” (o&en referred to as Finagle’s corollary to Murphy’s law).  Put them 
together and we get a probability nearing 100% - to wit “If something can go wrong, it will, at the%worst%possible%moment” 
that we are almost guaranteed to get a malfunction if we age "ghting for our lives.  (it’s not easy being Irish.)  

So, we train and practice until our response to a malfunction is automatic and rapid, requiring little thought.
Well, now that I have painted a bleak picture, let’s look at types of malfunctions.  $ey come in two basic varieties: 

mechanical and ammunition.  Some are easy to "x and others are more di'cult. 
Ammunition Failures
First, I want to clearly state that modern, newly manufactured 
ammunition is extremely reliable and safe to use.  The 
manufacturers have gone to great lengths to provide 
exceptional quality.  Since I go through a lot of ammo and I 
need to stretch my ammo budget, I tend to purchase the least 
expensive brass cased ammunition I can get.  I have never 
been able to use my inexpensive ammunition as an excuse for 
my poor shooting (user error).  

7KHUH�DUH�WKUHH�FRPPRQ�DPPXQLWLRQ�IDLOXUHV��PLVÀUH��KDQJ�
ÀUH�DQG�VTXLE�ORDG���$�PLVÀUH�LV�VLPSO\�WKDW��WKH�KDPPHU��
ÀULQJ�SLQ�RU�VWULNHU�KLWV�WKH�SULPHU�DQG�QRWKLQJ�KDSSHQV���
&OLFN��LW�LV�D�PLVÀUH���2IWHQ��ZH�FDOO�WKH�FDUWULGJH�D�GXG�DQG�
discard it.  It could be that there is no primer compound in 
the primer cap, or it could be something else which we will 
FRYHU�QH[W���,�KDYH�HQFRXQWHUHG�PLVÀUHV�PDQ\�WLPHV�ZLWK������
ULPÀUH�DPPXQLWLRQ���6RPHWLPHV�WKH�PDQXIDFWXULQJ�SURFHVV�
fails to evenly distribute the primer compound throughout the 
ULP�DQG�WKH�ÀULQJ�SLQ�KLWV�D�´GHDGµ�VSRW�RQ�WKH�ULP�UHVXOWLQJ�
LQ�D�FOLFN���6LQFH�PRVW�RI�XV�GR�QRW�XVH�D������FDOLEHU�JXQ�IRU�
self-defense, this is but an inconvenience.  If you are shooting 
FRPSHWLWLYHO\�LQ�D�EXOOVH\H�OHDJXH��OLNH�,�GR��LW�LV�DQ�DQQR\DQFH�
and, depending on the target being shot, can ruin the score.  
%XW�QR�RQH�JHWV�KXUW���:KHQ�HQFRXQWHULQJ�D�PLVÀUH��WKH�SURSHU�
procedure is to hold the gun, pointed downrange for a count of 
�����:K\"�5HDG�RQ«��

$�QRWH�RQ�ULPÀUH�DPPXQLWLRQ���,W�LV�QRW�WKDW�XQFRPPRQ�WR�
VWULNH�D�GHDG�VSRW�RQ�WKH�ULP�RI�WKH�FDUWULGJH���8QOHVV�WKHUH�
is something clearly bad with the round, I do as previously 
PHQWLRQHG�DQG�NHHS�WKH�JXQ�SRLQWHG�GRZQ�UDQJH�IRU�D����
FRXQW�DQG�WKHQ�,�WDNH�WKH�URXQG�RXW��VSLQ�LW�DQG�UHFKDPEHU�LW�
and shoot it with successful results.  Just had to hit a better 
spot on the rim.  

$�KDQJ�ÀUH�LV�PRUH�LQVLGLRXV�WKDQ�D�VLPSOH�PLVÀUH�DQG�ZH�
PXVW��IRU�VDIHW\�UHDVRQV��WUHDW�D�PLVÀUH�DV�D�KDQJ�ÀUH���$�
KDQJ�ÀUH�RFFXUV�ZKHQ�WKH�SULPHU�LV�VORZ�EXUQLQJ�DQG�WDNHV�
longer than normal to ignite the gunpowder.  I have never 
H[SHULHQFHG�D�KDQJ�ÀUH��KRZHYHU��WKH\�GR�KDSSHQ��RWKHUZLVH�
we would not have a name for it.  

6R�KRZ�GR�\RX�NQRZ�WKH�GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�D�VLPSOH�PLVÀUH�
DQG�D�KDQJ�ÀUH�ZKHQ�\RX�KHDU�FOLFN"��<RX�GRQ·W���-XVW�IROORZ�
the safety procedure and hold the gun pointed downrange for a 
���FRXQW�EHIRUH�UHORDGLQJ���

Now we get to squib loads which can be recognized when they 
KDSSHQ�LI�\RX�DUH�IDPLOLDU�ZLWK�\RXU�JXQ·V�SHUIRUPDQFH�DQG�
can tell when something is not right.  In other words, you have 
to practice a whole lot to, not just be able to shoot the gun 
DFFXUDWHO\��EXW�DOVR�EH�DEOH�WR�IHHO�ZKHQ�WKH�JXQ�LV�ZRUNLQJ�
SURSHUO\�RU�QRW���$�VTXLE�ORDG�KDSSHQV�ZKHQ�WKHUH�LV�D�ODFN�RI��
RU�LQVXIÀFLHQW�JXQSRZGHU�RU�WKH�JXQSRZGHU�LV�FRUUXSWHG�RU�
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7KH�*XQ�*RHV�&OLFN��1RW�%$1*
contaminated, resulting in the bullet being pushed off the end 
RI�WKH�FDVH�EXW�QRW�Á\LQJ�RXW�RI�WKH�EDUUHO�SURSHUO\���7KH�EXOOHW�
PD\�JHW�RXW�RI�WKH�EDUUHO�RU�LW�PD\�JHW�VWXFN�LQ�WKH�EDUUHO���,�
have seen this happen twice with one being bit of a curiosity 
and the other being quite dramatic.

7KH�ÀUVW�HYHQW�KDSSHQHG�DW�DQ�LQGRRU�UDQJH�GXULQJ�D�EXOOVH\H�
FRPSHWLWLRQ���2QH�RI�WKH�VKRRWHUV�KDG�D�VTXLE�ORDG���:KHQ�KH�
pressed the trigger and gun made a noise somewhere between 
FOLFN�DQG�EDQJ�DQG�WKH�JXQ�KDG�D�YHU\�OLPLWHG�UHFRLO���7KH�
VKRRWHU�ERWK�KHDUG�DQG�IHOW�WKH�GLIIHUHQFH�LQ�WKH�JXQ�DQG�NQHZ�
he had a squib load.  If the gun sounds and feels different 
WKDQ�QRUPDO��6723�6+227,1*�DQG�WKDW�,V�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�WKH�
VKRRWHU�GLG���+H�SURFHHGHG�WR�FKHFN�WKH�ÀUHDUP�DQG�IRXQG�WKDW�
LW�ZDV�LQ�SURSHU�ZRUNLQJ�RUGHU��HVSHFLDOO\�QRWLQJ�WKDW�KH�EDUUHO�
ZDV�FOHDU���'XULQJ�WKH�VXEVHTXHQW�FHDVH�ÀUH��ZH�LQVSHFWHG�WKH�
DUHD�LQ�IURQW�RI�WKH�EHQFK�DQG�IRXQG�WKH�EXOOHW�DERXW����IHHW�LQ�
front of the shooter. 

The other squib load event was dramatic.  It occurred during 
DQ�DGYDQFH�FDUELQH�FRXUVH�ZKLFK�KDG����VWXGHQWV�UXQQLQJ�DQG�
JXQQLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�$5���FDUELQHV�IRU�WKH�ZKROH�GD\���,W�LV�KDUG�
to express how much fun this advanced carbine course was 
SOXV�WKH�H[FHSWLRQDO�LQVWUXFWLRQ�XSSHG�HYHU\RQH·V�VNLOOV���2QH�
VKRRWHU�ZDV�VKRRWLQJ�DW�DERXW����\DUGV�DQG�ZDV�RQ�WKH�IDU�OHIW�
side of the range.  This drill had two shooters and the other 
was at the same distance but on the far right side of the range, 
DERXW�������\DUGV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�VKRRWHUV���7KH\�ZHUH�VKRRWLQJ��
IDLUO\�UDSLGO\������URXQGV�DW�D�WLPH��VHPL�DXWRPDWLF��ZH�FDQ·W�
KDYH�VHOHFWLYH�ÀUH�RQ�WKLV�UDQJH����

7KH�VKRRWHU�RQ�WKH�OHIW�ZDV�ÀULQJ�ZKHQ�WKH�DFWLRQ�RI�KLV�
$5���EOHZ�RXW���,W�ZDV�LQFUHGLEOH���7KH�DFWLRQV�MXVW�EOHZ�
out leaving a whole in the bottom and ejection port side of 
the gun.  The magazine was thrown across the range nearly 
UHDFKLQJ�WKH�VKRRWHU�RQ�WKH�IDU�VLGH�RI�WKH�UDQJH���$�UDQJH�
full of experienced shooters stood silent with their mouths 
hanging open hardly able to comprehend what just happened.  
Fortunately, no one was injured.  The only casualty was a 
GHVWUR\HG�$5�����

Lesson learned.  Do not screw around with squib loads.

$V�DQ�DVLGH��WR�DGG�WR�WKH�GLIÀFXOWLHV�IRU�WKH�VKRRWHU���+LV�
$5�ZDV�GHVWUR\HG�DQG��OLYLQJ�LQ�0DVVDFKXVHWWV��KH�FRXOG�QRW�
purchase a replacement.  If you live in a free state where the 
rights of citizens as guaranteed by the Constitution and Bill 
RI�5LJKWV��\RX�PD\�QRW�XQGHUVWDQG���0DVVDFKXVHWWV�DGRSWHG�
D�GXSOLFDWH�RI�WKH�����&OLQWRQ�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�´$VVDXOW�
:HDSRQVµ�%DQ�LQ��������QRWH��WKH�WHUP�$VVDXOW�:HDSRQ�ZDV�

PDGH�XS�LQ�DWWHPSW�WR�GHPRQL]H�WKH�$5�	�$.�SODWIRUPV�DQG�
PDNH�RXU�XQNQRZOHGJHDEOH�QHLJKERUV�WKLQN�WKDW�ZH�DUH�FUD]\�
SHRSOH�ZLWK�$VVDXOW�5LÁHV�ZKLFK�DUH�TXLWH�GLIIHUHQW����7KH�
�����´$VVDXOW�:HDSRQVµ�%DQ�ZDV�EDG�ODZ�DQG�WKH�&RQJUHVV�
recognized it so there was a sunset provision resulting in its 
EHLQJ�UHPRYHG�LQ�������KRZHYHU��WKLV�ULGLFXORXV�ODZ�UHPDLQV�
LQ�HIIHFW�LQ�0DVVDFKXVHWWV���$�QXPEHU�RI�\HDUV�DJR��-XO\������
WR�EH�SUHFLVH��WKH�0DVVDFKXVHWWV�$WWRUQH\�*HQHUDO��WU\LQJ�WR�
FXUU\�IDYRU�ZLWK�WKH�SUH�HOHFWLRQ�DQRLQWHG�+LOODU\�&OLQWRQ�
$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ��WRRN�LW�XSRQ�KHUVHOI�WR�WKURZ�DZD\����SOXV�
\HDUV�RI�´$VVDXOW�:HDSRQVµ�ODZ�DQG�FKDQJH�WKH�HQIRUFHPHQW�
of the ban to include any weapon that had a similar (copycat) 
DFWLRQ�WR�WKH�RULJLQDO�&ROW�WKDW�ZDV�VSHFLÀFDOO\�PHQWLRQHG�LQ�
WKH�EDQ���6R��VLQFH�-XO\�������LW�KDV�EHHQ�LOOHJDO�WR�SXUFKDVH�DQ�
$5���LQ�0DVVDFKXVHWWV����-XVW�D�V�D�UHPLQGHU���7KH�ULJKW�RI�WKH�
people to have and bear arms shall not be infringed.  

0HFKDQLFDO�)DLOXUHV
0HFKDQLFDO�IDLOXUHV�DOVR�FRPH�LQ�D�FRXSOH�RI�YDULHWLHV��VLPSOH�
DQG�FRPSOH[�IDLOXUHV���$�VLPSOH�IDLOXUH�LV�DQ\WKLQJ�WKDW�FDQ�EH�
À[HG�ZLWK�D�WDS�UDFN���7KH�IDLOXUH�FDQ�KDYH�GLIIHUHQW�FDXVHV�
LQFOXGLQJ�EDG�DPPXQLWLRQ�RU�D�XQVHDWHG�PDJD]LQH��EXW�WKH�À[�
LV�VLPSOH��XSRQ�FOLFN��QRW�EDQJ��WDS��ZKDFN��WKH�ERWWRP�RI�WKH�
PDJD]LQH�PDJ�ZHOO��WKHQ�UDFN�WKH�JXQ���6RPH�LQFOXGH�D�UROO�
GXULQJ�WKH�UDFN�WR�WXUQ�WKH�JXQ�EDVLFDOO\�XSVLGH�GRZQ�WR�DOORZ�
any fresh or spent cartridge to fall free of the gun.  

There can also be a stovepipe.  This occurs when the case 
being ejected does not clear the ejection port and gets jammed 
in the ejection port when the slide rams forward.  The most 
FRPPRQ�FDXVH�RI�VWRYHSLSH�LV�ZHDN�ZULVWV�ORRVH�DUPV���$�
semi-auto handgun is designed to be held securely during 
the cycling process.  If the shooter allows rearward motion 
of the gun during the cycling, the absorption of the energy in 
WKH�ZULVWV�DUPV�SURKLELWV�SURSHU�IXQFWLRQ�DQG�WKH�DFWLRQ�MDPV�
up of the spent case.  There are a couple of ways to clear a 
VWRYHSLSH���7KH�WDS�UDFN�ZLWK�D�UROO�VKRXOG�FOHDU�LW���$QRWKHU�
PHWKRG�LV�WR�WDNH�\RXU�RII�KDQG�DQG�VZHHS�WKH�WRS�RI�WKH�JXQ�
LQ�D�UDSLG�PRWLRQ��KLWWLQJ�WKH�MDPPHG�FDVH�DQG�GLVORGJLQJ�LW���$�
word to the wise - if you are not wearing gloves, it can hurt.

The complex malfunction is the one that gets you out of the 
ÀJKW���*HW�WR�FRYHU���,W�FDQ�EH�D�GRXEOH�IHHG��RU�VRPH�RWKHU�MDP�
where rounds are just being pressed into the action the wrong 
ZD\���<RX�QHHG�WR�GURS�WKH�PDJD]LQH���&KDQFHV�DUH�WKDW�WKH�
magazine will not fall out and you have to strip it out.  Turn 
the gun upside down to allow anything in it to fall out, and 
UDSLGO\�UDFN�WKH�VOLGH�PXOWLSOH�WLPHV���,QVHUW�D�QHZ�PDJD]LQH��
FKDPEHU�D�URXQG�DQG�JHW�EDFN�LQWR�WKH�ÀJKW�
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7KLQN�DERXW�WKLV��<RX�DUH�LQ�D�ÀJKW�IRU�\RXU�OLIH���<RX�KDYH�
QHYHU�H[SHULHQFHG�WKLV�OHYHO�RI�VWUHVV�DQG�DGUHQDOLQH�ÁRZ�DOO�
resulting is physical failures: tunnel vision, auditory loss, loss 
RI�PDQXDO�GH[WHULW\�DQG�PRUH���5HPHPEHUV�0XUSK\·V�/DZ�
DQG�)LQDJOH·V�&RUROODU\"��7KLV�LV�WKH�LGHDO�WLPH�IRU�D�FRPSOH[�
IDLOXUH���$W�WKLV�WLPH��MXVW�VKRRWLQJ�\RXU�JXQ�LV�D�FKDOOHQJH��
UDFNLQJ�LW�LV�D�PRQXPHQWDO�IHDW�DQG�QRZ��QRZ�\RX�KDYH�D�
IDLOXUH���7KLV�LV�ZKHQ�\RX�KDYH�WR�UHPHPEHU�WDS�UDFN�UROO��
or worse you have to remember to strip it and rip it, get the 
PDJD]LQH�RXW��UDFN�PXOWLSOH�WLPHV��JHW�WKH�QHZ�PDJD]LQH�LQ��
re-acquire the threat and stay alive.

This stuff must be instinctual.  The only way that happens is to 
practice, practice and practice some more, then add some safe 
VWUHVVRUV�DQG�SUDFWLFH�VRPH�PRUH���3UDFWLFH�ZKLOH�NHHSLQJ�\RXU�
H\HV�RQ�WKH�WDUJHW�WKUHDW�VR�WKDW�\RX�FDQ�GR�LW�DOO�E\�IHHO���,I�
you carry a gun for self-defense, you need to be training all the 
WLPH���<RX�QHHG�ORWV�RI�JRRG�TXDOLW\��FRXUW�GHIHQVLEOH�WUDLQLQJ�
with a quality instructor. 
bmcdonough@riversidegc.org 
%LOO�0F'RQRXJK��Education Director 

$e program follows the NRA bullseye shooting rules, but in 
a very relaxed manner—shooters score their own targets and 
they are not recorded. It’s the perfect time for new shooters 
to come out  6:00pm on Wednesday night and explore what 
the league is all about.  Also, it gives you enough time work 
into the program at a relaxed pace before we start the winter 
league that runs from October to March.     

$e clubhouse is open 7 days a week from 4:00 pm until 
8:00 pm, featuring a select--menu of food & beverages.  
Indoor pistol range and archery range are available 
during club hours.  Skeet and Trap continue their normal 
operations—Sunday morning and Tuesday & $ursday 
evening.  $e outdoor ri!e and pistol ranges are open daily.  
$e education and training programs are published for the 
year—see Training an education article in this newsletter or 
visit the club website.

Stay safe---Remember that a face mask is required inside 
the club house. See you on the range,

Mike Connelley
President, Riverside Gun Club

PRESIDENT’S DESK 7KH�*XQ�*RHV�&OLFN��1RW�%$1*
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